The installation of His Highness the late Nizam took place on the
5th February 1884 when Mr. Cordery was Resident. Mr. Cordery occu-
pied his exalted position as the representative of the Government of India
until April 1884, when Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Oliver St. John, an officer of
high character and distinguished service, succeeded him. He was a fine
horseman and fond of sport and was in the prime of life. He entered upon
his work with single-mindedness and sincerity of purpose and was precisely
the sort of resident that Hyderabad required at that time as he was likely
to exercise his influence for good.
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Sir Oliver St. John was well fitted in another important respect to
represent the Government of India at the Court of this great Muhammadan
State. We refer to his residence for some years in Persia, and to his
subsequent incumbency of the post of Resident at Khandahar where he had
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